NOW   OR   NEVER
The friends of Eden demanded that he should be given a
further hearing.   How far was he the victim of a threatr
What were the implications of an Ang^o-Italian undf.-«.Ta:,d-
ing ?  On the Saturday he spoke to his constituents at Leam-
ington.    There   was   tremendous   enthusiasm.    When   lit-
entered the Winter Hall with his wife, the whole audience of
nearly 2,000 people rose to its feet and cheered him to tht-
echo. "A. J. Cummings noted the majority of these present
were young men and young women. They had been queu-
ing up for two hours before the meeting began, and many
hundreds had to remain outside. First, Edtn dealt with thr
whispering campaign which Sir John Simon in particular,
with smooth inaccuracy, had done much to encourage, which
was to the effect he had had to resign because his health, and
therefore his judgment, had been impaired by the strain of
office. ' You can judge for yourself whether I look like a sick
man.  You shall be my witnesses that there is no shred of
truth in that suggestion.' He insisted that the meaning of the
communications received from ' a certain foreign Govern-
ment * on the previous week was * now or never % and
then to his testament. It was with the great democracies that
our natural affinities lay.
Cummings' interpretation of the subject as a whole was
' that while it yielded nothing on the immediate issue be-
tween Mr. Eden and Mr. Chamberlain, the former Foreign
Secretary had scrupulously refrained from saying anything
which would seem to widen the breach or deepen the injuries
to the National Parties, and that by his omissions he had left
open the possibility of his eventual return to the Cabinet.*
Conservative officials were determined at all costs to prevent
Eden from drifting away from the National Parties.   Mr.
Spencer Flower, who presided at this meeting, spoke for an
anxious Conservative Party when he warned the audience of
the danger that political opponents would try to exploit the
situation, especially the country's admiration for Mr. Eden,
by trying to split the Government.

